
A history of computing
in schools
With the launch of the BBC Micro Bit on the way in the next 
couple of months, we’ve travelled back in time to take a look at 
how computing in schools has evolved over the last four decades.

1978RML 380Z is introduced as the
first computer designed

specifically for use in education.

1990The Multimedia Personal 
Computer (MPC) standards are 

first introduced, setting a 
benchmark for the hardware 

required to support audio and 
video using a CD-ROM drive.

1992First Dial-Up Internet service 
started in the UK, and Wi-Fi 

appears for the first time.

1995Microsoft Internet
Explorer released.

1998ADSL first introduced in the UK, 
making broadband internet 

available for the first time.

1994CSE Workspace Explorer is launched.

1996CSE Workspace Explorer has become the first 
fully-fledged Virtual Learning Environment.

2010The first iPad is launched.

2012Raspberry Pi is launched, putting 
the focus back on computer 

science in schools.

2014New computing curriculum hits 
UK schools, incorporating coding 

and other key skills for pupils 
of all ages.

2016Around 1 million BBC Micro Bit 
devices to be given to all Year 7 

pupils in the UK.

2001 Fingerprint biometric 
technology first appears in 
schools.

1981 DTI Micros in Schools Scheme
starts, offering secondary schools
50% funding of microcomputers.

1982 The BBC Computer Literacy
Project is launched, and the
BBC Micro appears in thousands
of schools across the UK.

1983 Economatics launches the BBC
Buggy, a programmable robot
to be used with the BBC Micro.

1984 The Apple Macintosh is launched,
with a new simpler graphical
style of user interface and the
computer mouse.

1985 The first BETT show takes place,
reflecting the growing interest in
technology in schools, and
Windows 1.0 is demonstrated
at the show.

1986 The government provides
£1m funding for every UK school
to purchase a modem.

2002 National Primary Interactive
Whiteboard project is launched.

2005 Teacher’s TV is launched,
providing video free of charge
to those working in education.

2000 BETT awards: CSE is voted no. 1 
for Software Tools in Secondary Schools. 

2002 CSE becomes a Becta Accredited 
ICT Service Supplier.

2004 CSE Network Toolkit Manager is launched.

2008 First HP Academy delivered by CSE.

2009 CSE becomes an HP Gold Preferred Partner.

2014Magellan from CSE is launched.
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